Chapter 17

Ten Ways to Pick Up
Russian Quickly

In This Chapter

- Engaging in activities that will advance your Russian
Practicing Russian in the right places

We‘re not breaking any news to you by saying that the best way to learn
a language is by using it. You have a much better chance of remember-

ing Kak dyela? (kahk dee-lah; How are you?) after you say it to a Russian and
actually hear Normal’no! (nahr-mahl*-nuh; Fine!) in response — just like you

can read about in Chapter 3! You'll feel that your language skills are advanced,
to say the least.

Coming up with new and fun ways to practice your Russian isn’t always easy,
though. That’s why we give you some ideas in this chapter on creative ways
to bring Russian into your life. Try them and feel free to come up with your
own! After all, your life will contain only as much Russian as you let into it.

Check Out Russian TU,
Movies, and Music

Whether you're into independent cinema or action movies, classical ballet or
rock music, Russians have something to offer for any taste. Browse the for-
eign section of a DVD rental and the world music shelf of your local library,
and you can definitely find something with which to practice your Russian.
As far as movies go, be sure to get a Russian-language version with subtitles,
rather than a dubbed one. And plenty of Russian-language TV channels exist
in America — your cable service may even come with one!






