Chapter 18

Ten Favorite Russian Expressions

In This Chapter

~ Exploring phrases beyond their dictionary definitions

Discovering the most popular Russian quotes and proverbs

W®

Erery culture has a way of taking familiar words and turning them into
something else. The most diligent student can flip through his dictionary,
and based on the literal translation, still have no idea what an expression
means or why everybody is laughing. This chapter brings together ten words
and expressions that Russians use a lot, and whose meanings aren’t always
intuitive. Recognizing these expressions in speech and using them with ease
can make you sound really Russian!

To express surprise, dismay, admiration, gratitude, or even pain — pretty
much any strong feeling — Russians say Oj! (ohy) Use Oj! when in English
you would say “oops,” “ouch,” or “wow,” or make a facial expression. You can
confidently use Oj! in any of the following sentences:
1~ 0j, kak krasivo! (ohy kahk kruh-see-vuh; Wow, how beautiful!)
-+ 0], spasibo! (ohy spuh-see-buh; Thank you so much!)
-+~ 0], kto eto? (ohy ktoh eh-tuh; Who in the world is this?)
-+~ 0j, kak priyatno slyshat’ tvoj golos! (ohy kahk pree-yaht-nah slih-shuht’
tvohy goh-luhs; Oh, it's so nice to hear your voice!)

Russians consider Oj! a more feminine exclamation; men, on the other hand,
are supposed to grind their teeth and keep their emotions to themselves.






